No1: THE MASSACRE AT GLENCOE (Gaelic: Mort Ghlinne Comhann)

Massacre At Glencoe:
A tragic tale of skulduggery and
treachery in the bleak mid-winter of
the Scottish highlands in 1692.

WHAT’S THE STORY?
On 27 August 1691 King William offered the
Highland clans a pardon for their part in the
Jacobite rising - if they agreed to pledge allegiance to him before New Year’s Day.
Alasdair MacIain, the Chief of Glencoe, arrived at
Fort Willliam on 31 December 1691 to take the
oath but was told that he would have to travel
some 70 miles to the sheriff at Inveraray and
finally took the oath on 6 January 1692. He was
given assurances that his allegiance would be
accepted and that he and his people were safe.
John Dalrymple, the Secretary of State was hoping to make an example of one of the Highland
Clans and used the delay as an excuse to do so.
On 2 February 120 troops arrived at Glencoe under the command of Captain Robert Campbell of
Glenlyon. For the next 10 days they were given
food, drink and lodgings by the MacDonalds.
On 12 February Glenlyon received written orders
to kill all those under the age of 70 at 5 am on
the morning of 13 February 1692 the killing began. Thirty eight men, women and children were
killed outright. Many more died of exposure.
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The MacDonalds had been victims of ‘murder under trust’, considered even worse than normal
acts of murder under Scottish law.
As word of the massacre spread, the Government
tried to cover up what had happened. Eventually,
in 1695, King William had to launch an enquiry.
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Scotland:

Visit Scotland
Discover Scotland via the Scottish tourist board
Highlands and islands
Discover the Highlands and islands

Scottish Art:

NVA
Award-winning and dynamic art projects
Kelvingrove gallery
James Hamilton’s iconic painting of the massacre
Glencoe studio gallery
The home of Glencoe artist Caroline Cooke

Scottish Music:

BBC Scotland’s music
The best of contemporary and traditional Scottish music
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